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  # Letter  Phoenician Modern          Pho. = Phoenician     Bab. = post-Babylonian Exile 

Value    Name  Pictographs Symbol                      Basic Letter Meanings 
 

1 
 

Aleph 
 

  א
Pho.- (Ox) leader, primary, strong, servant 

Bab.-  (2 yoked oxen) SEPARATE INDIVIDUAL(s) 
but UNITED  

 
2 

 
Beit 
(Vet) 

 בּ 
 ב

Pho.- (tent) HOUSE or BODY (living, organic bodies), 
family unit, UNITY, HARMONY 

Bab.-  (3-sided dwelling structure) a TABERNACLE  

 
3 

 
Gimmel 

  
 ג

Pho.- (a foot) TRAMPLE, working in OPPOSITION, 
Bab.-  (prob. a sitting donkey) RESISTANCE 

AGAINST, ANTI-, UN-, NON- 

 
4 

 
Daleth 

  
 ד

Pho.- (the horizon – where the earth and sun meet each 
day) TWO GATHERED to form an EDGE 

Bab.-  SIDE, EXTENSION, HEM, SHARP EDGE 

 
5 

 
Hei 

  
 ה

Pho.- RAISED UP, REVEALED, BEHOLD! VIOLA! 
Bab.-  MORE THAN, AMPLIFIED, EXHALTED 

 
6 

 
Waw 
(Vav) 

  
 ו

Pho.- (streams, tent peg or nail) FORCE of FLOW, 
TWO FLOWING INTO ONE, CONNECTING 

Bab.-  “And”, PIERCING, SHARP (PAIN) 

 
7 
 

 
Zayin 

 
 

 
 ז

Pho.- (harvesting tools, axe, sword) ARCING MOTION 
Bab.-  (weapon) VIOLENT FORCE, CUTTING 

DOWN, DESTRUCTION, CUT A SWATH, to TAKE 

 
8 

 
CHet 
(Ĥet) 

  
 ח

Pho.- OPEN SPACE, a VOID defined by limits or walls 
Bab.-  OUTSIDE, SECTION, DIVIDED, SPIRALING, 

TWISTED, AROUND, PRIVATE, a VOID or 
CYLINDER shape that cannot hold water 

 
9 

 
Tet 

  
 ט

Pho.- (coiled basket bottom)  COILED LAYERS 
Bab.-  (a clay container that can hold water) TURNING, 

EXCHANGING, DEFINED & PRECISE LIMITS, to JOIN 

 
10 

 
Yod 

  
 י

Pho.- (arm & grasping hand)  to CREATE, the 
HAND of the DIVINE CREATOR (the Y hand denotes an 

OPPOSABLE THUMB and FINGERS) 
Bab.-  (the sun) HIGH ABOVE, SET APART,  

bright LIGHT 
 

20 

 
Kaph 

  
 כ

Pho.- (palm of hand) BLESSING, ABOVE, ANNOINT, 
poss. DESTINY 

Bab.-  poss. an Oven (denoting HOT) or a hanging WEIGHT 
used on scales (denoting WEIGHTY, poss. TRIALS) 

 
30 

 
Lamed 

 

  
 ל

Pho.- (folds of soft linen) COMFORT-er (e.g. Psalm 23) 
Bab.- (Shepherd’s staff/ butter churn handle)  

“He who (or that which) guides the flow,”  to MILL, 
GUIDANCE, GUIDED FLOW, CENTRAL POINT, 

TONGUE/RUDDER/STAFF of GUIDANCE 
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40 

 

 
Mem 

  
 מ

Pho.- (“MEM” as in MEM-brane) Substance or “stuff”, 
fluid, chaos, the firmament, FORMS FORMING 

Bab.-  (a body or herd)  any group of similar 
objects or animals, BEING, STILLNESS, water 

 
50 

 
Nun 

 

  
 נ

Pho.- (sprouting seedling, lightening) LIFE LIVING, 
FORCE of MOTION or ACTION, to DO 

Bab.-  to MOVE, MOVEMENT, PROCREATION 

 
60 

 
Sameck 

  

 ס
Pho.- (fish gaffing tool) to CATCH, SNARE, a THORN 

Bab.- (fishing net) COMPLETELY ENCIRCLE, 
GATHER, GROUP TOGETHER, SUM 

 
70 

 
‘Ayin 

  

 Pho.- (alert eye) LIFE FORCE, ALERTNESS, under ע
Bab.-  FORCE OPEN, to SEPARATE, SPARK of LIFE 

 
80 

 
Pey 

(Peh) 
Phey 

 פּ 
    פ

Pho.- (blossom with fruit) to BLOOM OUTWARD, to 
produce fruit.  PHEY: to DROP or FALL 

Bab.- MOUTH, RELEASE, and possibly a side view  
of curled fingers opening. 

 
90 

 
TSadi 

 

 
 
 

 
 צ

Pho.- (side view of stalking hunter w/spear / barbed gaff 
or fish hook) to ATTACH to the SIDE, STALK 

Bab.- (tree with tap root)  FIRMLY ROOTED, FIXED 
IMAGE, WEIGHTY, SOLID, CONSTANT 

 
100 

 
Qoph 

  
 ק

Pho.- (neck & back of head)  SWELLING, FULLY 
DEVELOPED/MATURE (swollen fruit), RIPE 

Bab.-  GO AROUND, ACROSS, THROUGH(out), 
THOROUGHLY,  TRANSFORMATION 

 
200 

 
Resh 

  
 ר

Pho.-  (head’s profile) CHARACTERISTIC, TOP, 
RECOGNIZABLE ATTRIBUTE, OUTLOOK 

Bab.-  (bend reed) CHANGE, INSIDE, CUTTING 

 
300 

 
SHin 
Sin 

  
 שׁ

Pho.- (sun’s path of resurrection) RETURN to LIFE, 
RESURRECTION, RE-OCCURING MOVEMENT. 

Egyptian – (teeth) BITE, CONSUME, PRESS, GRIND, 
PROVIDE, GIVE 

Bab.-  (poss. Challah/Braided Bread) to EXPAND 
OUTWARD like bread rising, PUFF UP 

 
400 

 
Tav 

(Taw) 
 
 

  
 ת

Pho.- (crossed sticks) BECOME ONE, mark of 
PURITY (e.g. 24k stamped on gold) 

Bab.-  COVENENTAL SIGNATURE or SIGN of 
CERTIFICATION, MARK of AUTHENTICITY 
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Five of the twenty-two basic Hebrew letters (23 letters counting the letter 
GHAYIN which was lost from the Hebrew Alphabet) have a unique written form 
when they appear at the end of a word.  In written Hebrew, the final form of these 
letters is known as their SOPHET form.  The following is a list of the letters that have 
a final SOPHET FORM: 

 Basic Final  
 Form Sophet Letter’s Meaning in Sophet Form  

KAPH ך כ    A BLESSING from above flowing down 

MEM ם מ    A BODY of WATER (sea, lake or ocean) 

NUN ן נ    (raised arm with fist)   VICTORY, JOY 

PHEY ף פ     To DROP, to FALL (like ripe fruit or leaves) 
    To FLOW DOWN, to DRIP, DROPLETS 

TSADI ץ צ    Poss. ATTACHED  or  FORCE of BONDING 

 
 


